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 The Proclaimer   
 

 

Sunday Schedule 

9:00am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Deeper 

2:00pm Brookdale Worship 

4:00pm 7th Ave Worship Meal 
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From the desk of Michelle McClendon. . . 

Living and Learning 

Wednesday was a long day. A good day. But a long one. Lots had been 

on my schedule that day, and I still had potluck supper and Wednesday 

night church, plus a drive down the mountain left to go. Weariness was 

setting into my spirit before I had time for it to do that! I must have sighed 

a bit too loudly as I sat down at the dinner table at potluck supper, 

because a caring soul immediately asked, “How are you? I told them 

that I was fine, but described my reality to them in this way: “I am having 

to shift gears so much and so often these days, I am afraid my clutch is 

going to burn out!” The person said, “Well you should get that checked 

driving up and down the mountain so much.” I said, “I mean, my 

INTERNAL clutch! Thank God I drive an automatic!” The laugh helped me 

to settle a bit. 

Months ago, I had asked Jessie Holmes if she and Keith would plan and 

conduct a contemplative service in the Celtic style for our first 

Wednesday evening worship gathering. They readily agreed and put 

together a lovely, quiet, moving service. After my busy day and the 

potluck supper feast around a table of shared smiles and laughter, I 

stumbled upstairs to the service. I walked into a sanctuary with candles 

glowing from the altar and a lovely communion table set with bread, 

Celtic communion ware, a lovely cloth, a candle, and beautiful flowers. 

Peace personified in beauty and simplicity. I sunk into the pew, listening 

to the lilting Celtic music. I felt my spirit lighten as I settled into the stillness. 

Be still and know that I am God. Be still and know. Be still. Be. …yes. 

The music ended. The candle on the communion table was lit as the 

chime sounded the call to worship. I realized in that moment that the 

quiet had already made a place in my soul for worship. 
 
 

"Whichever Way You Turn" John Philip Newell, Sung by Fran McKendree & Friends 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3btooRmw_38&list=PLlgataZu0HKM7JVuXfhWQE7X_ddwAO_5z&index=3 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3btooRmw_38&list=PLlgataZu0HKM7JVuXfhWQE7X_ddwAO_5z&index=3
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Then Jessie prayed this prayer, one of my favorites by John Phillip Newell:  

 

You are above me, O God, You are within. 

You are in all things, yet contained by no thing. 

Teach me to seek You in all that has life, 

That I may see You as the Light of life. 

Teach me to search for You in my own depths, 

That I may find You in every living soul. 

 

More settling. And then this chant song from Chanting For Peace: Prayers 

with the Earth, a song called “Whichever Way You Turn.” 

The refrain is simple—Whichever way you turn, there is the face of God. 

The musicians on this recording include Fran McKendree who has led a 

workshop & worship for us within the past year. (see link on previous page) 

Sitting there tired and distracted in that quiet beautiful space, this simple, 

repeating chant began to weave its way into my soul. Worship found me. 

And reminded me as I looked around at the others gathered with me, that 

wherever I turn the face of God is there… in my own depleted and needy 

depths, in all that has life, in every living soul. In our human game of “hide 

and seek” from ourselves and others—running from our responsibilities, 

reveling in our recklessness, covering up the shame that besets us all and 

binds our spirits, bent over from the guilt that needs confessing—we fail to 

remember that “God is always it!” God seeks, God loves, God cares, God 

sees. Always. Worship finds us when we sit down long enough to remember 

that God’s face is whichever way we turn. And THAT means that when 

others turn toward us, God’s face shines back at them from our own eyes as 

well. What a gift. What a responsibility. Seek God’s face. Be God’s face. And 

let this prayer by John Phillip Newell guide your steps this week. 

It is when we are still… That we know. 

It is when we listen… That we hear. 

It is when we remember… That we see Your light, O God. 

From Your Stillness,… We come. 

With Your sound,… All life quivers with being. 

From You… The light of this moment shines. 

Grant us to remember You at the heart of each moment. 

Grant us to remember. 
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Fellowship & Small Groups. . . 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 
Every Sunday @ 9:00am 

Look for details in the monthly newsletter, weekly e-news & worship guides. 

 

FREE FOR ALL 
Every Tuesday @ 8:30am at The Green Room Café  

All are welcome as we discuss the upcoming Sunday’s scripture. 

See page 8 for weekly verse. 

 

MID-DAY PRAYER 
Every Tuesday @ 12:00pm at Providence House 

Join us once a week for a time of prayer, song, and reflection at Providence 

House from 12-12:20pm. All faiths welcome to rest and reconnect! 

 

POTLUCK & CELTIC COMMUNION SERVICE 
Wednesday, Aug 3 @ 5:30pm 

Bring a dish to pass, and join us for table fellowship followed by a Celtic 

communion service facilitated by Keith & Jessi Holmes. This service is 

intended to be inclusive and welcoming of all people. RSVP for childcare. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
The Women’s group meets bi-monthly for a special presentation and lunch. 

If you would like to host a luncheon or have ideas for a guest speaker please 

contact Joyce Faye Myers at: myejfay@morrisbb.net or call 828-595-4347. 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 
Friday, Aug 12 @ 8:30am at The Blackberry Mountain Café 

The Men’s group meets the second Friday of each month. All ages welcome. 

 

D3 Dinner~Dream~Discern 
3rd Wednesday of every month beginning @ 5:30pm 

Summer gatherings may change, check weekly e-news and worship guide. 

mailto:myejfay@morrisbb.net
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At Providence. . . 

Bi-Monthly Business Meeting & Luncheon 
Sunday, August 14 @ 11:30am. A brief meeting will be held directly following 

worship regarding matters of the church. Members are encouraged to 

participate and stay for the meal. Deeper is canceled. 

 

Back-to-School Blessing of Backpacks 
Sunday, August 28 @ 10:30m. Students & Educators bring your backpacks, 

tote bags and/or briefcases to worship for a special blessing. We will present 

a special gift to each student and teacher as a reminder of the love and 

care that surrounds them each day as we embrace a student's desire to 

learn and an educators call to teach with the love Christ.  

 

The Pastor Search Committee invites you to contact any of its 7 

members to meet informally in the location of your choice to share your 

thoughts and hopes for the pastor search process, the direction of the 

church, and the future pastor. Feel free to reach out to: 

Philip Allen – phillip@brencase.com / (h)828-696-4990 / (c)828-777-1978 

Bill Bysinger - wgbadvisory@earthlink.net / (h)828-435-1380 / (c)478-951-2010 

Dean Crisp – cdeancrisp@gmail.com / 828-691-6354 

Jane Gurley – jgurley1703@gmail.com / 828-242-7405 

Kathleen Lambert - klambert55@yahoo.com / 828-551-5334 

Kelly Hart - kellydothart@gmailcom / 864-230-1655 

Herb Sierk – sierk@att.net / 828-692-4485 

 
Fall Adult Bible Study Opportunity 
Starting Thursday evenings in September from 6:30-8:00pm, Kelly Hart will be 

facilitating a Bible study based on the CASKET EMPTY curriculum of her Old 

Testament Survey professor at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Dr. 

Carol Kaminski. This curriculum provides a unique and memorable way to 

study the overarching narrative of the Old Testament with special attention 

to God’s grace and mercy. If you are interested in joining this study or have 

any questions, please contact Kelly: 864.230.1655 / kellydothart@gmail.com. 

If you will need childcare, please let Kelly know when you sign up. 

mailto:phillip@brencase.com
mailto:wgbadvisory@earthlink.net
mailto:cdeancrisp@gmail.com
mailto:jgurley1703@gmail.com
mailto:klambert55@yahoo.com
mailto:sierk@att.net
mailto:kellydothart@gmail.com
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Mission in the World. . . 

Bibles for Togo and Benin 
By T Thomas 

Togo is a former French colony in West 

Africa.  Like many countries on that 

continent, it is very poor and its citizens 

most often live on $1.00 a day.  Recently 

one of our members, 

T Thomas, returned there to lead a 

training session for pastors and church 

leaders in the northern part of the country. 

Attendees included not only Togolese, but also pastors from 

neighboring Benin. 

On his previous visit T had noticed a lack of Bibles among these 

leaders. “Almost none of the pastors had Bibles or even New 

Testaments! And others had only pieces of a Bible.  It was so sad as 

most of us in America have numerous ones in our home.”  So the 

Providence Missions’ Committee designated funds to help supply 

those pastors and church leaders with French Bibles. 

When those attending the training learned of this gift, they broke in 

applause and praise!  T further reported that almost before he 

returned back to the USA, the 45 Bibles had been purchased and 

distributed. So now, each Sunday pastors and leaders in dozens of 

churches will teach and preach from the whole word of God! 

That is Providence Baptist Church’s missions in action! 
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Mission in the Community. . . 

What some families need during the summer 
By Charlene Pierard 

In the past few weeks, volunteers at IAM noticed a lot of families are 

seeking help to supplement their summer food needs.  It is hard for them 

to provide enough meals for the children as money is often very limited, 

and when children are out of school for vacation it sometimes means a 

lot of kids are missing meals. The Mission Team encourages our 

congregation to continue to give food items such as Peanut Butter, Jelly, 

Canned Pasta, Mac & Cheese …. In other words   “kid friendly foods”. 

Our support during the summer month is greatly appreciated. (Often IAM 

volunteers get hugs of great appreciation for the groceries they 

distribute.) 

During August there is also a need for school supplies.  Needed the most 

at this time are supplies for middle school and high school students.  This 

includes:  high school size backpacks, 3-ring binders, binder dividers, 

pocket folders, index cards, notebook paper, composition books, 

highlighters, and calculators. 

Many thanks to all of you in our congregation for your help. 
 

 

A Community Benefit Garage & Bake Sale for 
Joseph Outreach Center on 7th Ave. PBC's ‘Going to the Other’ ministry.   

Thurs, Aug 11 9am-5pm & Fri, Aug 12 9am-1pm 

First United Methodist Church, Barber Center 

Donated Items and Baked Goods needed! Cookies, Cakes, and Pies 

(NO NUT PRODUCTS). Clear Bagged and Sealed. All donated items can 

be dropped-off on Wed. Aug 10 9am-4:30pm. Volunteers needed to help 

with intake and donations, and run sales tables in short shifts on Thursday 

& Friday. 

Helping with this garage sale is an important piece of our "Going to the 

Other" ministry. Questions - contact Phillip Allen directly. 
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Words of Gratitude & Celebration. . . 
In Celebration of Providence’s Fifteen Years of Faithfulness 

Twenty-five years ago, several Baptist ministers served on a Long Range 
Planning Committee of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina. It was 
a time to envision a new and exciting future of collaborative ministry. It was 
then the conviction of the Committee and subsequently, the resolve of the 
Convention, that new churches were needed to serve a growing, diverse 
population in North Carolina. The adopted strategic plan included a 
carefully written statement of the Baptist State Convention's purpose, and I 
quote: "We exist to assist local churches as they seek to fulfill their divinely 
appointed mission."  

In good faith, five Baptist churches sensed the Spirit of God leading them to 
begin and support a new divinely appointed mission, which was to foster a 
new church in Hendersonville. Joyfully, The Providence Baptist Church was 
and is the fulfillment of that spiritual leading. Though the Baptist Convention 
declined to "assist" in this new endeavor, greater strength and help was 
discovered in the providential care of God. Your name, Providence Baptist 
Church, reflects dependence on God's care and nurture. God has faithfully 
blessed your efforts these past fifteen years with wonderful and spiritually-
gifted leadership. You have embodied your stated values of being faithful in 
worship, inclusive in ministry and passionate in proclaiming the good news of 
God's love and reign. 

Most important: From the time of your beginnings with only eleven persons, 
you have relied on the power of the Holy Spirit to imagine your future and 
empower your present shared life and service. I celebrate with you fifteen 
years of faithful and fruitful ministry. Today, I believe God smiles on you for the 
wonderful and faithful way you have relied on the Spirit's providential power 
and care. I cannot say it better than the Apostle Paul, I am confident in this, 
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion 
by the day of Jesus Christ.(Philippians 1: 6, NRSV) 

Though I am not able to be there with you in worship and celebration, in 
greatest measure, I am with you in the spirit of gratitude to God. 

Love and Peace, 

Buddy Corbin 
Former Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church Asheville, North Carolina 
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Words of Gratitude & Celebration. . . 
Dear Providence, 

As Paul said to the Phillipians, “How I long for all of you with the affection of 
Christ Jesus.” But it is so good to be with you in Spirit. Wow—can it be 15 
years?  What a joy, what a celebration of what God and the people of God 
can do. Happy Quinceanera! 

A quinceanera is the day of celebrating a girl’s 15th birthday in Latin America (or here 
in the States); but more importantly it’s celebrated differently than any other day 
because it marks the transition from childhood to young womanhood. I celebrate 
with you this transition! (After all the church is referred to as a feminine pronoun.) 

It’s an important day, an important marker. You have transitioned beautifully; 
wear your dress proudly! Jesus said the greatest commandments are to love 
God and love others. This is what we are called to be and do in the world. If 
you distill the mission and values of Providence it is to love God and love 
others. And what I celebrate the most of this cherished 15 year history and 
shared life together is you have put  loving God and loving others above all 
else. In a word—it’s all about relationship.  And when I think about what I miss 
the most it’s truly the relationships. Recently, the bank teller explained to me 
that I could deposit my checks using my smart phone, thus making it more 
convenient for me. Now I wouldn’t have to make the trip to the bank. At first 
I thought this was genius. I did this a couple of times, and then I realized I miss 
going to the bank. Sophie liked to see Jon when we got there. He talked to 
her and gave her a lollipop. She even talked about him at home. I liked 
getting in my car and taking the trip there and seeing Jon and Janice. I 
know this sounds like a strange example, but it’s absolutely relevant to what I 
think about Providence after 15 years. Some people are convinced that you 
don’t have to go to church to be in relationship with God and the people of 
God. You can commune with nature, sit alone and scan your thoughts and 
feelings to heaven for perhaps a deposit of the divine. What I’ve 
experienced at Providence more than in any other place is that relationships 
matter, showing up matters; it’s about being a part of a community that’s 
trying to be authentic and work out their faith.  We don't pass out lollipops, 
but we do eat the bread and cup, rub shoulders with one another, share life 
together and are in relationships with our neighbors on 7th Ave, Brookdale, 
Cuba, and all over the world.  Providence—you have loved well. What a 
legacy. What a hope for the future. I miss you, miss you, miss you. I hold you 
in my heart this morning and every day. Praying and longing. 

With down deep love and joy, Julie Merritt Lee (Former Pastor of Providence) 
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Words of Gratitude & Celebration. . . 

Dear Friends in Christ,   

Congratulations on your 15th anniversary! The headline on your website is 
wonderful: “A Church created in the imagination of the Holy Spirit.” I was 
honored to be a part of the conversations around the table at Denny’s (the 
Spirit’s work has humble beginnings!) during which the dreams and 
challenges of a possible new congregation were discussed. In my memory, 
the most electric moment of all was when Gail Coulter was asked (by Buddy 
Corbin, I believe) if she would consider being the pastor of that new 
fellowship. Her openness to what in retrospect was clearly the Spirit’s leading 
has been a joy to behold. What great things God has done since then! May 
the imagination of the Holy Spirit continue to bless your congregational life 
and ministry. Thanks be to God for your “Sacred and Simple” witness among 
us. We rejoice with you on this good day. 

Jim McCoy, First Baptist Church, Weaverville 
 

 

 
Dear Providence, 

It does not seem like 15 years ago since my friend Steve Scoggins, pastor at 
First Baptist in Hendersonville said to me, “Tommy, you guys have got to start 
a church like yours over here in town. These folks keep showing up at our 
place, and we are glad to have them, but I know they would find a home 
better in a church like yours.”  

That started the conversation and within a short time, Gail had organized a 
meeting including Steve and me to help get this idea going. Now look at it 
15 years later. You are a great church, with great leadership. You worship 
well, fellowship well and serve well. You even allow some of my family to 
participate so I know you are a gracious and merciful people. 

May God bless you on the next 15 and the next. We at Mars Hill Baptist are 
proud to have been involved in starting such a wild and wonderful thing. 

Tommy Justus 
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CBF Celebrates 25th Anniversary. . . 

In 1991, Christ's love compelled a group of courageous women and 

men who supported Baptist principles to form the Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship. Twenty-five years later, we celebrate this founding and our 

bright future together. 

During the week of October 16 to October 23, churches, partners and 

Cooperative Baptists around the world will celebrate CBF's 25th 

Anniversary through special worship services and events. You are 

invited to join us through your church or individually through prayer. 

Feel free to watch and download videos, Bible studies, prayers of 

blessing, a litany of celebration, and information on CBF's 25th 

Anniversary campaign and how you or your church can contribute. 

"Christ's love compels us" is our 25th Anniversary theme, taken from 2 

Corinthians 5:14, which says: "Christ's love compels us, because we are 

convinced that one died for all." From our foundations to our future, 

Christ's love has compelled the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship to live 

into our vision to be a national and world-wide community bearing 

witness to the gospel in partnership with Christians across the nation 

and around the world. 

Join us as we celebrate our founding and our future! 

CBF 25th Anniversary Videos: 
http://www.cbf.net/cbf25-videos/ 

 

 

http://www.cbf.net/cbf25-videos/


 

Weekly Scripture 
*Free For All Verse 
 

August 7 
Psalm 107:1-9 

*Isaiah 1:10-20 (MSG) 

 

August 14 
Isaiah 5:1-7 

*Luke 12:49-56 

 

August 21 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 (6) 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 

 

August 28 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 (16) 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

September 4 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (1) 

Philemon 1-21 

Luke 14:25-33 

 

*Note: At the time of this printing, 

some Free For All Verses are yet 

to be determined 

 

    August Birthdays 

  3 Brenda Sloan 

  5 Bob Brown 

  5 Pat Reese 

10 Giordani Acu 

12 Miriam Smith 

12 Stefani Wilmoth 

18 Jerry Smith 

23 Brian Martin 

27 Julie Martin 

29 Cathy Brown 

1st week of September 

  5 Ann Cason 

  7 Jane Steinmetz 

  9 John Laney 

10 Kelly Hart 

 

IAM DONATIONS 
Pantry Focus: Canned Fruit, Canned 
Pasta, Soup, Mac&Cheese, Peanut 
Butter & Jelly, Instant Oatmeal. 
Toothbrushes & Toothpaste. 

Clothing Closet: Diapers-all sizes, Boys 
Athletic Shoes, Men’s work boots. 

Drop non-perishable donations in the 
bin near the main entrance. 

 

Our Values 
Going to the Other 

Growth ~ Hospitality ~ Inclusiveness 

Simplicity ~ Worship 


